Westwood Shores POA-Hosted MUD Candidate Forum: Rules and Agenda:

Rules:
1) No campaign banners, signs, literature handouts or other campaign paraphernalia will be allowed in the forum hall. There will be equal space provided for each candidate to place campaign paraphernalia outside of the forum hall.
2) The audience will be asked to refrain from applauding or in other ways demonstrating support or nonsupport for a candidate. 
3) The audience will be asked to please submit questions in advance of the Audience Q&A sessions on the index cards provided at the sign-in table. A volunteer will take up the index cards and two POA Board Members will sort and summarize the audience questions and the Moderator will pose them to the candidates. Audience Questions will be screened, selected and edited for clarity by the Moderator. After the initial three Moderator Questions, the Moderator will call on each candidate to pose the audience’s questions.
4) There will be a coin toss to determine the candidates’ order of taking the first Moderator question and making closing statements. There will be no opening statements, however the Moderator will ask three opening questions of each candidate, with only the first being disclosed before being asked of the candidates at the forum:
“Why are you running for the Westwood Shores MUD Board?” 
The remaining two questions will center around the candidates’ opinions on their perceptions of general MUD operational conditions and issues, and will not be provided to any candidate in advance. 
5) Candidates will be asked the same questions and have the same time to answer. Each candidate will have three (3) minutes to respond to each question. The order of the first question will be determined by the pre-forum coin toss and the order will alternate for subsequent questions. Time limits on responses will be strictly observed. A timekeeper will keep time, giving 30 second warnings and calling “time’s up.”
6) The moderator will have the authority to interrupt the proceedings to enforce the ground rules.
7) The moderator may restate the question but cannot ask a follow-up question.
8) The candidates will not interrupt one another. Candidates should refrain from personal attacks or charges. Answers should remain focused on relevant policy topics.
9) The candidates’ closing statements should be significantly related to the matters discussed previously. Candidates will have ninety (90) seconds for closing statements.
10) Candidates are invited to remain after the forum to meet with attendees outside of the forum hall.

Agenda
Pledge of Allegiance, Welcome, Candidate Introduction, Reading of the Forum Rules 		10 minutes
Moderator’s 3 Questions 										15 minutes
Moderator to Pose Audience Questions to Candidates 						45 minutes
Candidates’ Closing Statement									  5 minutes
